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The only institution in Serbia in 
charge of higher education in geol-

Geology. Although formally belonging to 

most state faculties in Serbia. The UB-

around 120 students per year. At present, 

students and about 125 teaching staff. The 
Geology Division encompasses all geo-

throughout eight Departments: Regional 

Crystallography, Petrology and Geochem-
istry, Economic Geology, Hydrogeology, 
Geotechnics and Geophysics. 

In spring 2007 the Faculty completed 

ourselves through a prism of European 

change in higher educa-

of the old than about substituting the old 
Therefore, it is not surprising 

that many goals of the Bologna Agreement 
still need to be achieved. Higher education 
in geology suffers some general problems 
that are common for other sciences and for 
other state higher education institutions 

hand, are typical for geological education 
in Serbia, because they are related to the 
history of geological schools in Serbia and 
to the internal structure of the Faculty of 

The most important general problem is 
related to the fact that the decision to join 

higher education in Serbia. This means 
that the system remained to be entirely 

important implications given that the state 
faculties are legal entities. Albeit the fac-

if the number of students substantially 
decreases, this inevitably causes a propor-

loss of annually enrolled students causing 
-

try. Indeed, this is valid for most technical 
and natural science faculties of the Univer-
sity of Belgrade. They are all going to share 
the same destiny until something happens 

try to attract more students and that is 

attempt to have more students usually leads 
to erosion of studying criteria. On the other 
hand, the number of c. 120 students that are 

is roughly balanced by the recent needs 

sense number of better educated geologists 
and geological engineers or many more of 

higher education in Serbia but the second 

Apart from this labyrinth that can be 

Geological higher education in 
Serbia

Between demand and capability
1
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Serbia is a relatively small country 
located at the crossroads between 
central and south-eastern Europe. 
The country experienced severe politi-

1990s entering into a turbulent tran-
sition after October 2000. In 2005 
Serbia adopted a new Law on Higher 
Education to enable the reforms in line 
with the Bologna Process but there 
is a line of evidence suggesting that 
the implementation is not progressing 
smoothly. Higher education in the 
earth sciences is also facing many dif-

here.

La Serbie est un pays de taille relative-
ment petite, au carrefour de l’Europe 
centrale et du Sud-Est. Le pays a 
traversé une période d’isolement 
sévère du point de vue politique et 

entrant dans une phase de transition 
tumultueuse après octobre 2000. En 
2005, la Serbie a adopté une nou-
velle loi concernant l’Enseignement 
Supérieur pour pouvoir mettre les 
réformes en phase avec le Processus 
de Bologne mais il est clair que cette 
mise en œuvre n’avance pas de façon 
régulière. L’enseignement supérieur 
en Sciences de la Terre rencontre 

sont explicitées ici.

Serbia es un país relativamente 
pequeño situado entre la Europa cen-
tral y la Europa sur-este. El país ha 
experimentado un aislamiento político 

transición turbulenta tras octubre 
2000. En el año 2005 Serbia aprobó la 
nueva Ley de Educación Superior para 
permitir las reformas del proceso de 
Bolonia, pero hay una serie de eviden-
cias que sugieren que la implement-
ación no progresa adecuadamente. La 
educación superior en las ciencias de 
la Tierra también se enfrenta a muchas 

incluyen a continuación.
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education in Serbia, there are some prob-
-

cation. Geology has a long tradition in 
higher education in Serbia dating back to 
1880. Ever since that time the structure 

changes. The last one occurred in the mid-

attach natural science-oriented geological 

these departments never felt at home at 
-

tution in Serbia for teaching and research 

in having natural science and applied geo-

together in the single geological school in 
the country! So that, if the predominating 

some apparently unattractive departments 

-

of the given geological discipline in Serbia. 

petrology or palaeontology at the Univer-
sity of Salzburg (in order to prioritize some-

-

in Serbia completely. The fact that geologi-
cal departments are not only providing the 
study programmes but they are also a sort 

including those in successfully applying the 
Bologna Agreement. 

Earth scientists are being taught in Serbia. 

are continuously improving our educa-
tion process and trying to bring Earth sci-
ence to everyone. Our best students have 

and to have no problems obtaining Ph.D. 

-

building a sustainable society in Serbia.
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